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would once more take the field; and to General
Kalckreuth who did his best to dissuade him he
cried more forcibly than politely: "What silly
nonsense are you talking?" Nostitz assures us
that the old warrior had awakened to new life,
that he thought of nothing, spoke of nothing but
the great events that were about to take place.

The developments in France that caused and
enabled Napoleon to leave Elba do not concern us
here. It is enough, for our purpose, to know that
the oppressor of Europe was again free; that the
nightmare that had caused the nations to groan
and writhe was once more upon them. On the
first of March Napoleon landed at Antibes and
spread abroad his flaming proclamations among his
old soldiers; on the sixth occurred the wonderfully
dramatic scene near Grenoble where the outcast
who was fighting to regain his throne threw open
his coat within pistol shot of the opposing troops
and cried: "If there be one soldier among you who
wishes to kill his emperor, let him do so now"; and
where every voice joined in the ringing shout of
*' Long live the Emperor!" " As far as Grenoble,''
Napoleon himself declared later, "I was the
adventurer; in it I was the sovereign!" On the
loth of March Lyons opened its gates; in the next
three days no less than six regiments changed
their allegiance; on the I4th Marshal Ney aban-
doned Louis XVIIL, having declared, it is said,
that he could not hold back the waves of an ocean
with his hands; on the 20th Louis XVIIL fled his